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Program: The Jones Collection of Arizona Minerals - A Few Personal Favorites and
Some Recent Acquisitions" Presented by Evan Jones

The story of the Jones Collection starts in the late 1940's in Connecticut when

Bob Jones began to get serious about collecting minerals. Like many
collections, it underwent a few transformations over the years and changes
of focus in the ensuing decades. By the late 1980's Bob's son Evan assumed
curation, ultimately transforming it into an all-Arizona locality collection.
In this presentation, Evan shares the stories behind some of his favorite
pieces plus a few recent additions to the collection.

Longtime mineral collector and dealer Evan Jones, son of well-known
author Bob Jones, started collecting minerals at age 9 and with his father
visited museums, attended mineral shows, went on collecting trips and
visited mineral dealers from
an early age. A graduate of
the geology program at ASU
in Tempe, Arizona, Evan has
been a full-time mineral
dealer since 1986 and is
currently co-owner of the
fine mineral dealership
Unique Minerals, Inc. Evan
has attended every Tucson
Gem & Mineral Show since
1981 and won several
awards including Walt
Lidstrom, Miguel Romero
and Dick Bideaux trophies.
He has written articles for
Mineralogical Record,
Rocks & Minerals, LAPIS,
Mineralien-Welt magazines
and given talks around the
country about Arizona and Mexican minerals, mines and history and recently was awarded the Best Article of
2021 in Mineralogical Record magazine by Friends of Mineralogy for his article on the Milpillas Mine in
Mexico. His collection of Arizona minerals is considered one of the finest in the world

How to Join our ZOOM Meetings

Waulfenite,Red Cloud Mine, La Paz County, | Malachite &Calcite 12mm Bisbee, AZ

AZ Photo used with permission of Evan Jones Photo used with permission of Evan Jones

MSSC members are automatically included in the invite list each month.

For non MSSC Members who want to attend this meeting. You must respond to our Programs chair, Carolyn
Seitz speakers@mineralsocal.org. no later than the Thursday prior to the next scheduled meeting. Please
include “current month ZOOM Meeting” in the subject line of your response. This response date will allow
time for us to send you the information needed to participate in the ZOOM meeting.
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From the Editor: Linda Elsnau.
Welcome to June! June contains Flag Day, Junteenth & Father’s Day, not to mention our monthly meeting.

It looks like our program chair has found us another excellent program for this month’s meeting. You don’t
want to miss it.
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It looks like we have the first rumblings about our annual picnic so watch for that as well.
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From QOur President Leslie Ogg

This month I’'m back to my alphabetical theme. The mineral is elbaite a mineral beloved by many including
me! :

Elbaite is a member of the tourmaline group. It is named after the type
locality located on the island of Elba, in Italy. Tourmaline is found in more
colors than any other gemstone; including green, blue-green, blue, red to pink,
orange, yellow, and colorless. The crystals are elongated triangular prisms;
the long sides are often striated. A complex boron cyclosilicate mineral with
a hardness of 7.5 making it a desirable gemstone. It is also pyroelectric and
piezoelectric; meaning exposure to heat or sudden pressure causes the crystal
to develop electric charge on the crystal ends. This phenomenon has made
tourmaline useful in scientific instruments and industrial applications. Indeed,

some flat irons for smoothing and straightening hair have a ceramic Elbaite Tourmaline from Pala,
tourmaline coating; the negative ions help to smooth the hair. CA collected & Photo © Leslie
Ogg

Tourmalines are found all over the world, but we are lucky that some of the
best tourmalines are found nearby in San Diego county,
California. It has been mined in the San Diego area since the
1800s. Tourmaline is the most important gem mineral mined in
California. Much of the early pink tourmaline was sent to
China.

Many years ago, we went on a field trip to one of the mines, |
think it was the Stewart. We were able to collect from the
tailings pile. On another trip the road to the mine was closed so
we walked up the hill in the rain, many small green and pink
tourmaline needles were found in rivulets of water running
down the mountain side.

My best specimen was “collected” from the Jurupa Mountain Tourmaline & Quartz, Pala CA 4.57x5”
Discovery Center. About 20 years ago they had mineral Photo © Leslie Ogg

specimens for sale. I saw a pegmatite with quartz, tourmaline

and some cleavelandite that I had to have.

Happy collecting to all whether in nature or from someone else’s collection!
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MSSC Membership ZOOM Meeting Minutes, Friday, May 8, 2026
Leslie O. called the 1,050" meeting of MSSC to order at 7:30 pm

Leslie O. announced that there were 6,218 mineral species according to Mindat. One of them is Kopylovite,
found in Colorado, which belongs to the benitoite group.

There were 29 people in attendance.

Marcia G., Secretary, reported the minutes of the April 10, 2026, meeting did not make it into the bulletin but
will appear in the June issue.

David L. spoke about working at the Earth Day event at the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum.
David said they had lots of fun talking to the people who stopped by the table to learn about minerals. MSSC
should plan to participate again next year.
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Carolyn S. introduced the speaker, Jim Mills, who’s presentation was on "How Does Wood Become
Petrified?" Jim, an experienced geologist and collector, explained the scientific process including the
requirements for petrification, the role of volcanic ash in the process, and how different minerals contribute to
the color variations seen in petrified wood. The presentation covered topics such as the composition of living
wood cells, the importance of anaerobic environments, and the geological processes involved in the
petrification process. During the Q&A session, members asked questions about species identification,
collecting locations in Arizona, and the differences between petrified wood and mummified wood.

Leslie O. announced that the group's picnic is scheduled for August 29th, with plans to coordinate on set-up,
food, and donations.

Marek C. discussed potential field trip locations, including a molybdenum mine, while Herbert shared
information about a Clear Creek site that Searchers is planning a trip to.

Angie G. reported on updates regarding consent forms the society needs to have for taking photos if there are
minors in the photo.

Angie G. also reported Caltech seeking a large slab as a memorial for George Rossman. She will follow up and
find out more information about this.

Angie G. reported she and Carolyn S. attended the recent Symposium at GIA, which was dedicated to George
Rossman.

David L. said that if anyone has the location for the Rose Quartz in Kern County, he would love to go there.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
Respectfully Submitted by Marcia G, MSSC Secretary
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List of Upcoming MSSC Events : Mark your Calender!

Event Date Comments / Scheduled Program (if known)
. . ZOOM July10, 2026 TBA
Meeting Dates:: ™7 565M August 14, 2026 TBA
ZOOM September 11, 2026 TBA
Board Meeting Sunday, August 2, 2026 ZOOM at 1:00 PM
Field Trip No News At This Time

Note: Dates and programs shown above are subject to change. Check your bulletins to confirm final information each month.
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My Favorite Quartz Of All Time by Renee Kraus

My best friend used to live in Las Vegas, Nevada. This was
around the time when I first started going to MSSC, back
when I drove to Pasadena for the in-person meetings

Anywhere I used to travel to I would always seek out the
local rock and mineral shop. When I went to Vegas we
always visited - Jewelry and Mineral of Las Vegas. It’s this
location that holds the kind of sphere I want to see when I go
to Vegas, not to be confused with the big LED globe with the
same name.

If you walk through the store to the back, past the polished
rocks, past the jewelry in the cases, past all the big stuff like
the geodes and the oversized heavy items... you will find a
door that leads to the back. They let people go out there, but I
find it’s always polite to let them know you will be going to

Photo used with permission of Renee Krause
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the back area. What this area contains is one of my favorite quartz crystals of all time.

There is a large round sphere that weighs 11,500 Ibs. and is 5.5 feet in diameter. Here is a picture I took with it
the first time that I saw it. I believe I have seen it three times now.

It is so beautiful, I don’t know why but whenever I am there in front of it — I pretend that it’s mine. And for a
few minutes it is. There's no one around to keep an eye on it. Just me and this $572,000 crystal. It is polished to
a high shine, hand carved by 28 artisans over the span of 11 months. (according to their website)

It is so smooth and cool to the touch, I am surprised they let people touch it. I absolutely love going to see it. If
you are in Las Vegas it is worth the trip there. — Renee Kraus
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Save the Date!

Please join us for our annual potluck picnic and silent auction.
Date: Saturday-August 29, 2026
Time: 12:00 noon-4:00 pm
Location: Tournament Park on the campus of CALTECH.

1200 E. California Blvd.

Pasadena, CA 91125

Coming June: The RSVP sign up form and Potluck Food Sign up list will be released soon. Also, a Map,
directions to Tournament Park, and parking directions will be included.
We need Silent Auction and Raffle items.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact president@mineralsocal.org or info@mineralsocal.org
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OTHER (FREE) THINGS TO DO...by Ann Meister

The Watson Lecture Series at Caltech is on hiatus until the Fall semester. Stay tuned until October!
Hopefully, the maintenance of Beckman Auditorium will be completed. Find past Watson Lectures
on Caltech's YouTube channel.

The Von Karman Lecture is on Thursday, June ?? at 5:00 PM. Available live on YouTube at NASA Jet
Propulsion Laboratory - YouTube. Date, speaker, and topic were not available at time of publication.
Check website for information and past lectures Lecture Series (nasa.gov). Previous lectures are available
on YouTube.

The UCLA Meteorite Gallery is open to the public weekdays from 9 am to 4 pm and on Sundays from 1
to 4 pm when it is staffed with volunteer docents. Admission is always free. The monthly lectures seem to
have been discontinued but the gallery is well worth exploring. Visit the website and check on events,
videos, and other neat things including resources for teachers, Go to https://meteorites.ucla.edu
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With Xnowledge Comes Appreciation

Calendar of Events:

Only S. CA shows are listed here. Other CFMS Club shows can be found at: http://www.cfmsinc.org/

2026 Shows

June 20, 2026 - Bellflower, CA

14515 Blaine Ave, Bellflower, California 90706
Delvers Gem & Mineral Society

Hours: 9 am - 4 pm

Rock & Gem Parking Lot Sale

Website: https://delversgemclub.wordpress.com

June 27-28, 2026 - Culver City

Veterans Memorial Auditorium, 4117 Overland Ave.,
Culver City, CA 90230

Culver City Rock and Mineral Club

Hours: Sat, 10am to 6pm; Sun, 10am to S5pm.
Admission and parking are free,

Website: culvercityrocks.org

July 31, August 1-2, 2026 - Nipomo, CA

Nipomo High School, 525 North Thompson Avenue,
Nipomo, CA 93444

Orcutt Mineral Society

Hours: Fri & Sat, 10 am to 5 pm; Sun, 10 am to 4 pm
Orcutt Mineral Society's 58th Rock & Gem Show

60 outside and 12 inside dealers; kids booth and food
trucks

Aug 15-16, 2026 - Tehachapi, CA

Tehachapi Senior Center, 500 East F Street,
Tehachapi, CA 93561

Tehachapi Valley Gem and Mineral Society

Hours: Sat 9am - 5pm; Sun 9am - 4pm

Tehachapi Valley Gem , Mineral and Jewelry Show.
Family activities, Awesome vendors, raffles & much
more.

Website: tvgms.net

Aug 22-23, 2026 — Escondido, CA

California Center for the Arts, The Museum, 340 N.
Escondido Blvd., Escondido, CA

Palomar Gem & Mineral Club

Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM —4
PM

Admission $5, under 12 Free. Free parking.
Website: palomargem.org

MSSC Advertisement Policy:
Mineral-related ads are allowable in the MSSC bulletin. Below is the price per month

Business Card

$5.00

One-third page

$10.00

One-half page

$20.00

Full Page

$35.00

In addition, any advertiser who purchases 12 months of space in advance will receive a discount of 12
months for the price of 10 months. The copy for the ads should be mailed to the editor at
bulletin@mineralsocal.org and the payment should be sent to the
MSSC Treasurer 2231 Golden Circle, Newport Beach, CA 92660
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2026 MSSC Officers:

OFFICERS

President Leslie Ogg president@mineralsocal.org
Vice President Renee Kraus vicepresident@mineralsocal.org
Co-Secretaries Marcia Goetz secretary(@mineralsocal.org
Treasurer Pat Stevens treasurer@mineralsocal.org
CFMS Director Angie Guzman

Past President Angie Guzman

DIRECTORS

2025--2026 Carolyn Seitz

2025--2026 David Lesperance

2025--2026 vacant

2026-2027 Pat Caplette

2026-2027 Bert Vogler

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Bulletin Editor Linda Elsnau bulletin@mineralsocal.org
Field Trip Marek Chorazewicz

Historian Ann Meister

Membership Linda Elsnau membership(@mineralsocal.org
Micro Mineral Conf. Chair | Al Wilkins

Program and Education vacant

Speaker Bureau Carolyn Seitz Speakers@mineralsocal.org
Webmaster Leslie Ogg webmaster(@mineralsocal.org

About the Mineralogical Society of Southern California

Organized in 1931, the Mineralogical Society of Southern California, Inc. is the oldest mineralogical society in the
western United States. The MSSC is a member of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and is dedicated to
the dissemination of general knowledge of the mineralogical and related earth sciences through the study of mineral
specimens. We are a scientific non-profit organization that actively supports those endeavors through public outreach,
field study and related programs. The Bulletin of the Mineralogical Society of Southern California is the official
publication of the Mineralogical Society of Southern California, Inc.

The MSSC meetings are held on the second Friday of each month, at 7:30 p.m., MSSC meetings are conducted via
ZOOM conferencing until further notice. The annual Installation Banquet occurs in January, and the annual Picnic and
Swap Meeting are in August. Check the Society website for details.

The Society also sponsors the annual Pacific Micro mount Symposium held at the Fallbrook Mineral Museum during the
last weekend of January.

Annual Membership dues for the MSSC are $30.00 for an individual membership, $40.00 for a family membership.
Bulletins are sent by email; there is an additional annual fee if you prefer paper bulletins mailed to your address. The
Society's contact information:

Mineralogical Society of Southern California

13781 Alderwood Lane, 22-J, Seal Beach, CA 90740

E-mail: treasurer@mineralsocal.org

Website: www.mineralsocal.org The Mineralogical Society of California, Inc.

Permission to reproduce and distribute original material published herein, in whole or in part, for non-commercial
purposes, is hereby granted provided the sense or meaning of the material is not changed, the editor is notified, and the
author's notice of copyright is retained . All other articles used in our bulletins are with the specific permission of the
author. Permission to use these documents must be obtained from the author for each use.

DISCLAIMER: The Mineralogical Society of Southern California, Inc. is not responsible, cannot be held
responsible or liable for any person's injuries, damages, or loss of property at or traveling to or from any general
meeting, board meeting, open house, field trip, annual show or any other MSSC event.
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