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Program: “An Armchair visit to the Crater Rock Museum.” Presented by Charles Rogers

Charles Rogers will provide a guided tour of Crater Rock
Museum in Central Point, Oregon, Crater Rock Museum is
owned by Roxy-Ann Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.

Crater Rock Museum houses one of the finest displays of
gems, minerals, rocks, and fossils on the West Coast. Exhibits
include a collection of world-class minerals, collection of
petrified woods, fossils, and much more! The museum gift
shop is filled with the works of local artists from the Roxy Ann
Gem & Mineral Society and rocks and minerals from around the world. The museum started out as a humble
“shack” where locals could visit and perhaps ask about an interesting rock, or to gather around as a group and
share “rockhounding” stories. It’s grown a lot since 1954. In fact, we’ve recently completed our expansion
project that began in 2003. The original 5,400 square foot museum is now more than 12,000 square feet,
housing community meeting rooms, a larger gift shop, workshop, and exhibit areas. Guided tours are available
by appointment.

Who We Are

The operation and development of the Crater Rock Museum has been entrusted to the Roxy Ann Gem and
Mineral Society. RAGMS is organized as a non-profit corporation: Roxy

Mission Statement

The mission of Roxy Ann Gem and Mineral, Inc. dba Crater Rock Museum is to educate and enlighten people
of all ages through the study of earth sciences, geology, lapidary, mineralogy, natural history, and
paleontology by conducting tours, teaching classes, and maintaining museum displays.

How to Join our ZOOM Meetings
MSSC members are automatically included in the invite list each month.

For non MSSC Members who want to attend this meeting. You must respond to our Programs chair, Carolyn
Seitz speakers@mineralsocal.org. no later than the Thursday prior to the next scheduled meeting. Please
include “current month ZOOM Meeting” in the subject line of your response. This response date will allow
time for us to send you the information needed to participate in the ZOOM meeting.
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From the Editor: Linda Elsnau.

Wow what a month November was! Between our election and possible ending of MSSC, our officers were
very busy. It looks like a soluton has been found and MSSC will continue for another year. Be sure to atteend
the upcoming December 12" meeting so you can cast your vote on the potential changes to our charter to allow
co-secretaries.
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From Our President : Angie Guzman

Happy Holidays!

Here's to a Safe and Sane 2026

¢ ¢
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THANK YOU!

As the year comes to an end, [ want to take a moment to acknowledge and to thank you.
Your dedication to your passion for minerals, along with discovery, research and sharing
of your findings over the years to members, friends and guests of the Mineralogical
Society of Southern California (MSSC) is the reason MSSC has been around since 1931.
We remain committed to those original goals today. I’ve often mentioned those goals as a
guiding force in my own resolve to best represent MSSC as your President and as your
California Federation of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) Director.

As Secretary for eleven years prior, I’ve had the honor and privilege of serving as MSSC
President for the past three years. Throughout these years, you’ve taught me quite a bit about minerals and
mineralogy. For example, I’ve learned that it is important to pay close attention to detail when collecting,
examining and studying minerals. All other lessons are valuable tools, ones I’ve used as President of our
society.

Looking ahead to 2026, I wholeheartedly support the new slate of MSSC Officers and Directors. With your
involvement and backing, I’'m confident it’s going to be another fantastic year for MSSC. As for me, I'm
excited about my new role as Past President and to continue to serve as MSSC’s CFMS Director.

Thank you,
Angie Guzman
MSSC President and CFMS Director

¢ ¢
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership Meeting December 12, 2025

MSSC 2025 Election

On November 18, 2025, each of you should have received an e-mail recap titled, “Board Decision Regarding
MSSC 2025 Annual Election”. You are requested to please attend the December 12, 2025, Membership
Meeting to finalize the election of Officers and Directors. The meeting is via ZOOM Conferencing, 7:30pm
start.

YOUR VOTES ARE NEEDED:
- MSSC Bylaws Amendment
- Finalize Election of Officers and Directors

Program

The program at the December 12, 2025, Membership Meeting will be presented by the Crater Rock Museum in
Central Point, Oregon, who will provide a guided tour of their museum. Roxy-Ann Gem & Mineral Society,
Inc. owns Crater Rock Museum You won’t want to miss this!

Pacific Micromineral Conference (PMC)

The Secretary will submit the Minutes of the December Board meeting to the Editor for publication in the
Bulletin. However, in conjunction with the decisions made at the Board meeting, another issue was resolved.
The Pacific Micromineral Conference (PMC) will be held January 30, 31 and February I(field trip day), 2026
at Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society’s hall. Kindly check MSSC’s website www.mineralsocal.org for further
information regarding registration, accommodations and restaurants in the area.

CFMS Convention (November 7-8-9, 2025-Visalia, CA)
Kindly review the CFMS Director’s report of the latest CFMS Convention meeting that took place in Visalia,
California. As you will see, 44 of the 100 CFMS member societies and clubs were represented.

Coming up:
Installation Luncheon Banquet in January 2026? Stay tuned...
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After PMC in late January 2026, kick off your February Tucson Show with a preview at Quartzsite! It’s a
wonderous thing! As for Tucson, well, just WOW!! If you’ve never been to the Tucson shows, you should
give yourself that gift, at least once. You won’t regret it. Maybe I'll see you there.

¢ 0
Happy Collecting...

INDICOLITE (indigo or blue) is the
gemmy variety of Tourmaline
(usually, but not always, elbaite or

fluor-elbaite). Chemical formula:
A(D3)Ge(T6O15)(BO3): X357

(Per Mindat)

Note: Photo picked up as greenish,
darn, but it is blue!

Photo credit: Angie Guzman Dime for scale

I can’t wait to see you at the Membership Meeting on December 12, 2025.
Angie Guzman

MSSC President and CFMS Director

E N D
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MSSC Membership ZOOM Meeting Minutes, Friday, November 14, 2025

Welcome

Due to technical difficulties the meeting started at 7:45 pm with the presentation. After the presentation
president Angela Guzman welcomed all to the Mineralogical Society of Southern California’s 1,044™
membership meeting (66" Zoom conferencing meeting).

There were 22 present: one repeat guest, Barbara Edinger from the New York Mineral Society.

She said “Tonight is an important meeting in which we will conduct our annual nominations and election of
Officers and Directors. (1) We will approve the minutes of the last meeting then (2) open nominations, close
nominations and hold the election. (3) The meeting will be suspended to host our program presenter with a
Q&A to follow. (4) The membership meeting will resume and will conclude with MSSC Announcements,
Reports, Last Words and adjournment.

Business

(1) Minutes to Approve: Angie asked for a motion to approve the membership meeting minutes of October
10, 2025, as published in the November 2025 Bulletin. A motion was made by Carolyn S. and seconded by
Tony K. She asked for any additions, corrections or discussion. Hearing none she called for the vote to approve
the motion by voice vote. The motion to approve the stated minutes carried.

(2) Officer and Director Nominations: As per MSSC’s By-Laws and Operating Rules and Regulations, during
the October and November Membership meetings, nominations for its Officer and applicable Director seats
shall be declared open. After all nominations have been made/accepted, the nominations will be declared
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closed. In November, MSSC’s election shall take place immediately following closure of the nominations. [If
no election is possible for lack of nominations, the MSSC Board will hold a special meeting on Nov 16" to
determine our next course of action: dissolution, merger or temporary vacancy. ]

Angie declared “Nominations for MSSC Officers, CFMS Director and (2) Director seats (2026-2027) are
declared open. I will now take nominations for the positions, and I will ask the nominee if they accept or
decline the nomination. The person nominated will please state if they either accept or decline the
nomination.”

Position Current Name of Nominee
President Angie G. Leslie O. accepted
Vice President Renee K. Renee K. accepted
Secretary Leslie O. no nominee

Treasurer Carolyn S.  PatS. accepted
CFMS Director Angie G. Angie G. accepted
Director #1 Pat C. Pat C. accepted
Director #2 Ahni D. Bert V. accepted

The president declared the nominations closed.

Program

President Guzman turned the meeting over to MSSC Speaker’s Chair, Carolyn S., who introduced the speaker.
Les Presmyk, a long-time mineral collector and Arizona State Mining Inspector.

Information on Les Presmyk’s talk from our website:

Arizona is well known for its copper and lead minerals including azurite, malachite, copper, cuprite, vanadinite
and wulfenite. Calcite, not so much. Dick Graeme once told me he thought calcite was one of the Big Five of
collectable and displayable species from Bisbee. I certainly agree. Other notable calcite localities in Arizona
include the Magma mine at Superior, the Old Dominion mine in Globe and the cuprite included calcites from
Ray and Ajo.

Calcite, unlike quartz, is susceptible to the action of percolating meteoric waters so that near surface
environments result in etched and dull crystals. As a result, many, but not all, of Arizona’s calcite localities
are the copper mines, or at least underground mines. There are a few near surface locations but not many.
There is a wide variety of shapes and colors. Associated minerals include quartz, baryte, copper, cuprite and
malachite. Localities stretch from the Grand Canyon to the southern border with Mexico. Most of the
localities are located south of the Colorado Plateau and Mogollon Rim. There are even a few localities that
produce fluorescent specimens.

Les Presmyk spent 42 years as a mining engineer in underground copper and coal mines in Arizona, Colorado
and New Mexico for Salt River Project, Arizona’s second largest electric utility. He and his wife of 49 years,
Paula, are Arizona natives and are both graduates of the University of Arizona. Les has been actively involved
in his community of Gilbert, Arizona for over 30 years, serving as an H.O.A. president, Planning
Commissioner, and Town Councilmember for 12 years and additional roles since 2011, including starting and
chairing its Veterans Advisory Board. On October 6, 2025, he assumed the role of Arizona’s State Mine
Inspector.

Les started collecting at the age of 10 and just attended his 62" straight Tucson Show. Their displays have
received AFM Regional and National Trophies, along with the Prospectors and Pearl Trophies in Denver and
the Desautels, Lidstrom and Bideaux Trophies at the Tucson Show. They have been the featured exhibitors at
the East Coast Gem & Mineral Show in Springfield, Massachusetts twice.

Les is a former President of the Tucson Gem & Mineral Society, is a former President of the Mineralogical
Society of Arizona, Board member and Chairman of the Flagg Mineral Foundation, a founding member of the
University of Arizona Mineral Museum Advisory Board, and a member of the Tucson Show Committee for 39
years, along with the 2026 Show co-chairman. He is a member and vice-chairman of the advisory board for
the University of Arizona Mining, Mineral and Natural Resources Education Museum in Phoenix.
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Les received the 2002 A. L. Flagg Distinguished Service Award, is a charter member of the 2014
Mineralogical Society of Arizona Hall of Fame, the recipient of the 2017 Carnegie Mineralogical Award, and
the 2023 John S. White Mineral Legacy Award.

Les has explored and collected in a number of localities in Arizona, Missouri and Mexico and provided mining
and engineering expertise at the San Francisco mine in Sonora, Mexico, the Brushy Creek mine in Missouri
and the Red Cloud mine in Arizona. Les has written numerous articles and co-authored “Collecting Arizona —
State of Mines, Legacy of Minerals.”

He has spoken at various symposiums, including Dallas, Yale, and the Northwest Friends of Mineralogy
Symposium, along with numerous Arizona and New Mexico Symposiums, the Tucson, Springfield, and
Denver Shows, and many clubs throughout the United States.

Les’s talk

He explained that while calcite may not be the first mineral associated with Arizona, the state produces some
unique specimens. Les discussed various calcite localities, including Ajo, Baghdad, and Diamond Point,
highlighting the geology and mining history of each area. He also mentioned his efforts to reopen the Mining
and Mineral Museum in Phoenix. Les emphasized that while some calcite specimens from Arizona are natural,
others have been artificially colored with copper sulfate to create a malachite coating.

Les discussed the history and geology of various mining sites in Arizona, focusing on the occurrence of calcite
crystals. He described how calcite was found in different mining districts, including the Magma mine near
Superior, the Old Dominion mine in Globe, and the Copper Queen mine in Bisbee. Les explained how calcite
crystals formed in these mining environments, often associated with other minerals like quartz and cuprite. He
also highlighted the unique characteristics of calcite specimens from specific localities, such as the Weldon
mine near Ajo and the Holland mine in Patagonia. Les emphasized the importance of collecting and preserving
these mineral specimens, which provide valuable insights into the geological history of Arizona.

Les presented on various calcite specimens from Bisbee and other locations, discussing their characteristics
and collection history. He mentioned the rarity of ajoite and the availability of shattuckite and papagoite for
cutting.

* More information from this talk, see Rocks and Mineral Volume 100, 2025 - Issue 6
The Wonderful World of Arizona Calcite by Les Presmyk, Pages 524-54, Published online: 28 Oct 2025

- Q & A session followed
- Angie thanked our speaker and all who attended.

Business (continued)

Carolyn - The Fire Victim’s Fund has been fully disbursed. Angie thanked everyone for their support.
Marek - Field Trips: No dates currently. Maybe a visit to view Les Presmyk’s collection. NHM exhibit trip.
Rudy — Events: No events, all on hold.

Angie — MSSC Special Board Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 16 at 1:00 pm via Zoom, guests are
welcome.

Main Topic: MSSC Election of 11-14-25 results. Guests are welcome; contact our Treasurer,
treasurer(@mineralsocal.org

Angie — Will provide a report of the CFMS meeting in the next Bulletin.

Tony K. mentioned a new mineral he has identified (#405 for him!), it will be named after our field trip chair
who made the discovery, it’s called chorazewiczite.

Last Words
President Guzman thanked all for attending the meeting. She said “your membership and attendance are
sincerely appreciated. See you next time!”

Adjournment: The President adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm
Minutes submitted by MSSC Secretary, Leslie O.
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List of Upcoming MSSC Events : Mark your Calender!

Event Date Comments / Scheduled Program (if known)
Z0OOM January 9, 2025 TBA

Meeting Dates:: ZOOM February 13, 2026 TBA
ZOOM March 13, 2026 TBA

MSSC Banquet January ?, 2025 Date to be determined; Program:TBA

Board Meeting ZOOM January 17th, 2026 Z0O0OM at 1:00 PM

Pacific

MicroMount January 30 — February 1, 2026 | See full information later in this Bulletin

Conference

Field Trip No News At This Time

Note: Dates and programs shown above are subject to change. Check your bulletins to confirm final information each month.

The Ride Share Listing is being temporarily discontinued until such time as MSSC starts
holding in-person meetings again.
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Special Board Meeting Minutes, November 16, 2025
President Guzman called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm.

Present were Angie G., Carolyn S., Renee K., Al W., Pat S., George R., Leslie O., Ann M., Rudy L., David L.,
Pat C., Ahni D., Bob H.

Angie stated that we have a responsibility to our youth to keep the society going.

The board meeting focused on addressing critical leadership positions, particularly the vacant secretary role,
and discussed solutions including creating a co-secretary position to share responsibilities. The group explored
options for transferring the society's 501(c)(3) status to other organizations while also addressing the need to
evaluate and manage club assets and equipment. Plans were made for upcoming events including the January
banquet and PMC conference, while the board also discussed strategies for recruiting new members and
officers through various outreach initiatives.

MSSC Secretary Position Discussion

Angie mentioned the need for a secretary to maintain the society's 501(c)3 status. Angie proposed the idea of
co-secretaries to share duties, but no one volunteered for the position. After the end of the membership
meeting, Marcia G. volunteered to be a co-secretary. The group debated the number of meetings the secretary
would need to record, with Pat asking about the frequency and Leslie stating that they have 15 meetings
annually, including the banquet (eleven regular and four board meetings). The conversation ended with a
discussion about whether the picnic should be considered a formal meeting, with Ann noting that business has
sometimes been conducted at the event.

MSSC Officer Recruitment Challenges

The group discussed challenges in finding officers for the Mineralogical Society of Southern California
(MSSC), particularly the co-secretary position, with only one volunteer despite multiple calls for candidates.
They explored options including rotating the secretary role among three people to reduce workload. The
discussion revealed that while the president and treasurer positions were recently filled, the secretary role
remains vacant, with concerns raised about the general membership's awareness of this need. The conversation
also touched on the possibility of dissolving the 501(c)(3) status of MSSC and transferring its responsibilities

Volume 98, Number 12-- MSSC Bulletin, December 2025 Page 7



to other organizations, with Al mentioning two potential options: transferring everything to the Northern
California Mineralogical Association (NCMA) or to the Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society.

Club Resignation and Asset Transition

Rudy announced his resignation from the club effective January 1, 2026, due to upcoming shoulder
replacement surgeries, and discussed plans to transfer all MSSC equipment and mineral collections to either
Angie or another member. The group discussed the need to evaluate club assets, including financial accounts at
Logix Federal Credit Union, and debated whether to donate any remaining funds to either the CFMS
Scholarship fund or the PMC, with Carolyn noting that PMC is part of the club. The conversation ended with a
discussion about the need for a new co-secretary, though Rudy expressed concerns about the lack of new
members stepping up to take leadership positions.

Board Secretary Role Discussion

The board discussed ongoing challenges with member outreach and meeting attendance, with Renee K.
emphasizing the need for all board members to share the responsibility of taking meeting minutes. Pat S.
shared information from a corporate lawyer about the legal requirements for a secretary position, clarifying
that while the organization could operate with a vacant secretary position, it was not recommended. The board
agreed to coordinate with Marcia G. to manage the secretary role, with Ahni D. offering to serve as co-
secretary, and discussed using Zoom's Al tools to assist with meeting minutes.

Board Approves Co-Secretary Position

The board accepts the co-secretary concept, with the position to be filled by one or more members. Marcia G.
and Ahni D. were nominated to fill this dual position, with Ann M., David L. and Al W. serving as alternates.
The board also clarified that while the co-secretary concept was accepted, the exact number of secretaries (one
or more) would be determined later. A motion was made by Pat S. and seconded by Rudy L. that the secretary
position be filled by one or more club members. The board voted unanimously to amend the society's bylaws
to allow the secretary position to be filled by one or more club members, with the motion to be presented to the
membership for ratification at the December meeting. The board discussed the need to carefully select and
invite club members to attend board meetings, with Pat S. suggesting that new club members should be
encouraged to participate in board meetings to better understand the society's operations.

Outreach Strategies for Membership Growth

The group discussed challenges in recruiting new members and officers, with Ann sharing that the organization
used to have a structured progression from chairs to president, which helped bring in new members through
activities like shows and field trips. The discussion focused on potential outreach strategies, with Renee K.
suggesting in-person events and Angie G. proposing to connect with other clubs. The group identified the 50th
Annual Stoddard Wells Tailgate event in March as a potential opportunity for outreach, with Al W. providing
specific details about the location and timing.

2026 Events and Logistics Planning

The group discussed several upcoming events and logistics. They agreed to hold their next board meeting on
January 11, 2024, and decided against holding a December meeting due to holiday conflicts. The PMC
conference was confirmed for January 30-31, 2026, with an optional field trip on February 1. Al W. and Rudy
L. discussed transitioning equipment and responsibilities for future events, with Rudy planning to transfer
items to Al after Thanksgiving.

Leadership Transitions and Event Updates

The board discussed leadership transitions, with Pat S. agreeing to serve as treasurer and George R. potentially
returning as a director if his Caltech commitments allow. The group agreed to postpone the January banquet
due to venue availability issues and discussed social media management with David L. volunteering to take
over Facebook posting while Renee K. handles Instagram. The conversation ended with an announcement
about an informal member dinner on November 22nd at Kathleen's in Pasadena.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:54 pm.

Minutes submitted by MSSC Secretary, Leslie O.
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CFMS Director Report: November 8, 2025
CFMS Board of Directors Fall Meeting, Visalia, CA, November 7-10, 20254

After Call to Order, Presentation of Colors, Invocation, verification of a quorum (42 of 100 clubs were
represented), Introductions and other routine items on the agenda, the Business Meeting got underway. Reports
were presented for review with the following items being of note and interest:

BUSINESS MEETING

NEW BUSINESS
Election of 2026 CFMS Officers:
President — Diane Cook, Ventura Gem & Mineral
1® Vice President - Frank Van Hecke
2™ Vice President - Bob Papac
Secretary - Laura Driskell
Treasurer - Madison Vasquez

Election of the Nominating Committee for the 2027 was held.

COMMITTEES

a) Executive Board action: Approval of renewal of Insurance liability coverage plus umbrella of $1million
(excluding terrorist coverage). As of October 16, 2025, total liability coverage is $2million. Exceptions are
(1) if your club owns its own building and/or (2) if your club has mining claim(s). Note: There is no medical
coverage for injuries, regardless of extent of injury. Insurance Committee Chair, Fred Ott, said all societies
should take photos or make a list of their inventories.

b) Dietrick Scholarship is a family legacy whose donor requested funds be released from Morgan Stanley and
issued directly to Stanford and UC Berkeley scholarships. Motion, 2" and approval to release funds.

c) Packets for Business Meetings: costly photocopying. The EC moved, 2" and approved that the Executive
Secretary/Treasurer (Pat L) deliver packets via e-mail with electronic copies of the meeting packet to each
Director, Chairperson and Board Member prior to the meeting.

d) New Membership Applications: Refer to Secretary Laura D for electronic submission and other procedures.

e) The next in-person CFMS Convention will be in Reno, NV, September 18,19 and 20, 2026 at the Grand
Sierra Hotel. Reno Gem & Mineral Society will host their gem and mineral show in conjunction with the
meeting. Show cost is $10. Room rates may be discounted. More information will be forthcoming.

Delinquent Societies: 1 club disbanded (Coalinga Rock Club), 1 club is delinquent (Lemoore Gem & Mineral
Society), 1 new club (Sacramento) and 2 clubs are up-do-date (Amador County Gem & Mineral Society and
Orange Belt Mineralogical Society).

Earth Science Studies — Camp Paradise

Successful sessions with 131 attendees and 14 instructors. Next year promises to be just as wonderful: August
16-29, 2026. Registration opens March 15, 2026. Registration fee is $600 per person per week. Check CFMS
website for updates.

FLASH Robin L. (Anaheim) announced the possibility of an urban camp in Southern California similar to
the experience of Camp Paradise in Northern California. It’s in the works! Check CFMS website for updates.

Golden Bear Awards: 3 in the last cycle: Tony Fender, Sandie Fender and Jim Brace-Thompson.

Scholarships

AFMS — deadline to submit is January 15 each year. Award is $4,000 to an earth science graduate

Student.

CFMS — Honoree needs to be nominated who awards scholarship to undergraduate or other. Award is $2,000.
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Taxes
IRS and FTB forms need to be submitted to each agency timely. Tax Advisor Committee chair, Pat L., states
“just do it.”

Dues & Insurance, Newsletter and Officer Change Forms for 2026

All these forms are in the handout packet. Be certain Treasurer completes these forms timely. Reminder, e-
mail addresses should be personal e-mail for those using .org and are not receiving the Newsletter or Diamond
Dan (for junior members).

Next meeting possibly via ZOOM in the Spring. Notification will be sent to Directors.
Adjournment.

BANQUET
Early evening: Installation and Awards Banquet took place in one of the ballrooms of the Wyndham Hotel in
Visalia.

Respectfully submitted by

Angie Guzman,

President and CFMS Director

Mineralogical Society of Southern California
11/20/2025

Note: Meetings on Sunday November 9, 2025, for newly elected officers and some committees.
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OTHER (FREE) THINGS TO DO...by Ann Meister

The Watson Lecture is on holiday break. See you in January. Find past Watson Lectures on Caltech's
YouTube channel.

The Von Karman Lecture is on Thursday, December ?? at 5:00 PM. Available live on YouTube at
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory - YouTube. Date, speaker, and topic were not available at time of
publication. Check website for information and past lectures Lecture Series (nasa.gov). Previous lectures
are available on YouTube.

The UCLA Meteorite Gallery is open to the public weekdays from 9 am to 4 pm and on Sundays from 1
to 4 pm when it is staffed with volunteer docents. Admission is always free. The monthly lectures seem to
have been discontinued but the gallery is well worth exploring. Visit the website and check on events,
videos, and other neat things including resources for teachers, Go to https://meteorites.ucla.edu

Not free, but an enjoyable alternate perspective of rocks and minerals. The California Aiseki Kai
presents its 36th annual show featuring outstanding examples of suiseki and other viewing stones.
This is free with admission to The Huntington in San Marino from December 26 through December 30.
See The Huntington website for information on hours, admission, and other events and exhibitions.
Viewing Stones Show | The Huntington

Merry

Christmas . Sl .
And a N\ W‘/ A " = 0';\.%_

New Year
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The Mineralogical Society of Southern California

Proudly presents the 59 annual Pacific Micromineral Conference
January 30 — February 1, 2026, at
The Fallbrook Mineral Museum
123 W. Alvarado St., Fallbrook, CA

FRIDAY., January 30
3:00-6:00 PM: On-site Registration, greeting friends, setting up scopes, filling give-away tables, $1 sales table
and give away tables open

6:00-7:00 PM: Dinner (on your own). There is a great sports bar (Harry’s) across the street from the museum
for lunch or dinner and a great Mexican restaurant (Mariscos El Pacifico) a couple of blocks away for dinner. I
hear there’s a great Cuban restaurant nearby as well, for those with more exotic tastes.

7:00-8:00 PM: Evening talk by Julian Gray: “Optical Mineralogy"

SATURDAY, January 31
8:00-9:00 AM: Doors open, on-site Registration, filling give-away and sales tables

10:00 AM: Welcome, Special Announcements and Morning speaker introduction

10:15-11:30 AM: Morning Presentation by Paul Adams: “Micromineralogy of La Paz Co., AZ”
Noon — Lunch (on your own)

1:30 PM: VERBAL AUCTION of donated specimens

3:00 PM: SILENT AUCTION of donated specimens, mineralogical books/magazines, maps, spare
microscopes or other equipment, etc.

3:15-4:30 PM: Afternoon Presentation by Michael Cox: “Mercury Mineral Adventures: An Update”
4:30-6:00 PM: Microscope time, scouting the giveaway and sales tables

6:00-7:00: Dinner (on your own)
7:00 PM: Contributed talks and Mineral Photos

SUNDAY Field Trip, February 1
People planning on participating in the field trip should probably plan to stay in Barstow, rather than Fallbrook
on Saturday night. We will meet Sunday morning at 9 am at a central location in Barstow and probably either
collect at a nearby mine, continue to the Blue Bell mine, Otto Mountain, or continue farther to a mine at
Goodsprings, NV.

Now is a very good time to make your advance registration for the 2026 Pacific Micro Mineral Conference.
The registration fee is $20 before the conference and $25 at the door. If you have questions, you can contact
awilkins49@yahoo.com. Continue below for a Registration Form, driving directions and list of
accommodations within 10 miles of the museum. When registering please provide the names and current city
of residence of all in your party. We like to have a personalized nametag waiting for everyone in attendance.
And please bring a couple of nice micromineral specimens for the verbal auction and any unwanted
mineralogical books, magazines, photo equipment or larger mineral specimens for the silent auction table.
Giveaway material & $1 sales table specimens are always appreciated. Hope to see you there!
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LOCATION

Fallbrook Mineral Museum, 123 W. Alvarado St., Fallbrook, CA 92028

(760) 728-1130

From I-15 south take Exit 51 toward Mission Rd. for 0.3 mile
Turn right onto Old Hwy. 395 for 177 feet, then a quick right onto E. Mission Rd. for 4.4 miles

Turn left onto N. Brandon Rd. for 0.2 miles.

Turn right onto E. Alvarado St. & proceed for 0.4 mile. Destination is on your right. Parking is on the left.

From the I-5, proceed south to take Highway 76 East (Exit 54A), near Oceanside. After 13 miles, go left on S.
Mission Road (S13). After 6.5 miles, take a right on W. Alvarado St. The Fallbrook Mineral Museum is 500
feet ahead on the left; there is generally ample parking across the street, on the right.

NEARBY (within 10 miles) ACCOMMODATIONS (updated 11/19/25)

Motels listed in order of proximity to the Fallbrook
Museum:

Name --- number of stars

Miles to Fallbrook City Center --- Rating/5 --- Price/night for
2 adults & 1 Queen/King bed during PMC

Fallbrook Country Inn **

1.0 miles --- 3.1-3.3 ---$109

1425 S. Mission Rd., Fallbrook

(760) 728-1114

Reviews: friendly staff, charming grounds, spacious
courtyard, nice pool, Scampi’s Restaurant on-site; cleanliness
& maintenance issues, uncomfortable beds, occasional pest
sightings, rooms along the road are noisy

Rodeway Inn Fallbrook **

1.2 miles --- 2.9 ---$88-107

1635 S. Mission Rd., Fallbrook

(760) 728-6174

Reviews: pet-friendly, nice pool & hot tub, free Wi-Fi, nice
staff; continental breakfast very basic. You must book
directly with motel; rooms in the 2-story building are newer
and nicer.

Econo Lodge Inn & Suites Fallbrook Downtown **
1.4 miles --- 3.5-4.1 --- $88-95

1608 S. Mission Road, Fallbrook

(760) 723-1127

Pala Mesa Golf Resort ***1?2

4.7 miles --- 2.8 --- $138-149

2001 Old Hwy. 395, Fallbrook

(760) 728-5881

Reviews: Remodeled rooms with comfortable beds, beautiful
setting with mountain views

Quality Inn Fallbrook I-15 ***

5.3 miles --- 1.5 --- $92

3135 Old Hwy. 395, Fallbrook

(760) 723-2888

Reviews: Shady characters running this motel---“Stay away!”

Rodeway Inn Old Town Temecula **
9.6 miles --- 1.3-3.2 --- $122

28718 Front St., Temecula

(951) 954-4638

Reviews: Pool, free basic breakfast

Motel 6 Temecula **

9.8 miles --- 3.7 ---$88-95
41900 Moreno Rd., Temecula
(951) 676-7199

Reviews: Free Wi-Fi, thin walls

Rancho California Inn **
9.8 miles --- 3.7 --- $126
41873 Moreno Rd., Temecula
(408) 497-7329

Reviews: Free Wi-Fi
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Advance Registration Form

PACIFIC MICROMINERAL CONFERENCE
January 30-31, 2026 (Field trip on Sunday, February 1)

Registration $20.00 per person by mail, $25 at the door

No. of people Amount

Names — City of Residence

All meals are on your own — a few cafes and a great Mexican restaurant are within walking
distance of the museum

Field Trip on Sunday (no charge)
Are you interested in attending the field trip? Yes, = No
Number of participants in your party
There will be a sign-up list for the field trip at the registration desk; please include a cell
phone number for ease of contact with your party before and during the field trip.

Make checks payable to MSSC

Send Registration Forms & Checks/Cash to:
Al Wilkins, PMC Chair
34731 Calle Ramona
Capistrano Beach CA 92624-1536

I plan on presenting a short, contributed talk
The topic will be
Approximate length of talk in minutes Format [flash drive (preferred), DVD, slides,
etc.]
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Calendar of Events:

Only S. CA shows are listed here. Other CFMS Club shows can be found at: http://www.cfmsinc.org/

No shows listed for December 2025

2026 Shows
January 17-18, 2026, Exeter, CA

Tule Gem and Mineral Society

Exeter Mineral Building,

324 N. Kaweah Ave., Exeter, CA

Hours: Sat 10 AM — 5 PM, Sun 10 AM — 4 PM
Free admission and parking.

Website: http://tulegem.com

February 12 — March 1, 2025 (13 days) — Indio, CA
San Gorgonio Mineral and Gem Society

Riverside County Fairgrounds, 46350 Arabia St.,
Indio, CA 92201

Hours are Thursday-Friday (12-13th, 19-20th, 26-
27th) 3 pm-10 pm. Saturday-Monday (14th-16th) 10

am-10 pm and Saturday-Sunday (21-22nd, 28th-March

1) 10 am-10 pm.
Website: http://sgmgs.org

March 7-8, 2026 — Ventura, CA

Ventura Gem & Mineral Society

Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 W. Harbor Blvd.,
Ventura, CA 93001

Hours: Sat 10 AM — 5 PM, Sun 10 AM — 4 PM
Website: http://www.vgms.org

March 13-15, 2026 — Apple Valley, CA

Victor Valley Gem and Mineral Club

7 Miles down Stoddard Wells Rd., Apple Valley CA
Hours: 9 AM — 5 PM daily

Stoddard Well Rockhound Tailgate

March 15, 2026 — Fallbrook, CA
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society

123 W. Alvarado St., Fallbrook, CA 92028
Hours: 12 Noon — 3 PM

Website: http:/www.fgms.org

March 28-29, 2026 — Lancaster, CA

Antelope Valley Gem and Mineral Club

Location: Antelope Valley Fairgrounds,

2551 W Ave H, Lancaster, CA 93534

Hours: Sat 10 AM — 5 PM, Sun 10 AM — 4 PM
Parking will cost $10. Show in the Van Dam building.
Website: http://AVGem.weebly.com

March 28-29, 2026 — Lemoore, CA

Lemoore Gem and Mineral Club

470 Champion St., Lemoore, CA 93245

Hours: Sat 10 AM — 6 PM, Sun 10 AM — 4 PM
Website: https://www.facebook.com/AndLemoore/

MSSC Advertisement Policy:
Mineral-related ads are allowable in the MSSC bulletin. Below is the price per month

Business Card

$5.00

One-third page

$10.00

One-half page

$20.00

Full Page

$35.00

MSSC Treasurer

In addition, any advertiser who purchases 12 months of space in advance will receive a discount of 12
months for the price of 10 months. The copy for the ads should be mailed to the editor at
bulletin@mineralsocal.org and the payment should be sent to the

13781 Alderwood Lane, #22-J, Seal Beach, CA 90740
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2025 MSSC Officers:

OFFICERS

President

Angie Guzman

president@mineralsocal.org

Vice President

Renee Kraus

vicepresident@mineralsocal.org

Secretary

Leslie Ogg

secretary@mineralsocal.org

Treasurer

Carolyn Seitz

treasurer@mineralsocal.org

CFMS Director

Angie Guzman

Past President

George Rossman

DIRECTORS

2025--2026 Rudy Lopez
2025--2026 David Lesperance
2025--2026 Pat Stevens
2024-2025 Pat Caplette
2024-2025 Ahni Dodge

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Bulletin Editor

Linda Elsnau

bulletin@mineralsocal.org

Field Trip Marek Chorazewicz

Historian Ann Meister

Hospitality Laura Davis

Membership Linda Elsnau membership@mineralsocal.org
Micro Mount Conf. Chair | Al Wilkins

Program and Education Rudy Lopez programs@mineralsocal.org

Speaker Bureau

Carolyn Seitz

treasurer@mineralsocal.org

Webmaster

Leslie Ogg

webmaster@mineralsocal.org

About the Mineralogical Society of Southern California

Organized in 1931, the Mineralogical Society of Southern California, Inc. is the oldest mineralogical society in the
western United States. The MSSC is a member of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies and is dedicated to
the dissemination of general knowledge of the mineralogical and related earth sciences through the study of mineral
specimens. We are a scientific non-profit organization that actively supports those endeavors through public outreach,
field study and related programs. The Bulletin of the Mineralogical Society of Southern California is the official
publication of the Mineralogical Society of Southern California, Inc.

The MSSC meetings are usually held on the second Friday of each month, January, February, and August excepted, at
7:30 p.m. in Building E, Room 220, Pasadena City College, 1570 E Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena, California. However,
due to current health considerations, MSSC meetings are conducted via ZOOM conferencing until further notice. The
annual Installation Banquet occurs in January, and the annual Picnic and Swap Meeting are in August. Check the Society
website for details.

The Society also sponsors the annual Pacific Micro mount Symposium held at the Fallbrook Mineral Museum during the
last weekend of January.

Annual Membership dues for the MSSC are $30.00 for an individual membership, $40.00 for a family membership.
Bulletins are sent by email; there is an additional annual fee if you prefer paper bulletins mailed to your address. The
Society's contact information:

Mineralogical Society of Southern California

13781 Alderwood Lane, 22-J, Seal Beach, CA 90740

E-mail: treasurer@mineralsocal.org

Website: www.mineralsocal.org The Mineralogical Society of California, Inc.

Permission to reproduce and distribute original material published herein, in whole or in part, for non-commercial
purposes, is hereby granted provided the sense or meaning of the material is not changed, the editor is notified, and the
author's notice of copyright is retained . All other articles used in our bulletins are with the specific permission of the
author. Permission to use these documents must be obtained from the author for each use.

DISCLAIMER: The Mineralogical Society of Southern California, Inc. is not responsible, cannot be held
responsible or liable for any person's injuries, damages, or loss of property at or traveling to or from any general
meeting, board meeting, open house, field trip, annual show or any other MSSC event.
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MSSC Bulletin Editor
3630 Encinal Ave.
Glendale, CA 91214-2415

To:
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